Robert Steven Ledley (1926 Ledley ( -2012 ) is one of the most influential Medical informatics scientists in the history of development of Medical informatics (1) (2) (3) . Robert S. Ledley and his colleague Lee B. Lusted ) wrote a seminal 1959 paper in Science that many people cite as the publication that launched the informatics field (Reasoning Foundations of Clinical Diagnosis) (4) .
His contributions, however, extend well beyond informatics into a variety of other areas that reflect the breadth of his talents as an inventor and his drive to contribute to health care and science. He is often described simply as the inventor of the full-body Computer Tomography (CT) scanner, but he has had a large number of other inventions to his name and was among the first to anticipate the role of computers in managing and analyzing the expanding but already substantial amounts of biomedical and clinical data. The machine has had a revolutionary impact on diagnostic medicine; it is able to generate visual models of internal organs not possible for conventional x-ray machines to produce. The three-dimensional reconstructions, created by transmitting X-ray beams through transverse axial slices of the body, allow physicians to view soft tissue in the body with detail unlike any they were able to see before, improving diagnosis of cancers, heart disease, bone disease and other irregularities. The technology is also used in radiation therapy planning.
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